THE following case is reported because of the rarity of this complication with the multiple sulphonamide preparations.
the 8th June 1950 to the Belfast City Hospital with the folloxving history. He had been treated b) his outside doctor for a respiratory infection with "sulphatriad." TIreatment was beguun oni 31/5/50 with 1 gm. of the compound, and he received 1 gm. four-hourly until 6/6/50, when he (leveloped severe left-sided renal colic. On the morning of 7/6/550 he hatd further left.sided pain, and passed a small quantity of blood-stained urine; he passed no more urine on that day, but in the evening his doctor withdrew about a half-ounce of (lark-brownl urine with a catheter. He was then vomiting frequently. 'lIhe illness took place during an exceptionally warm spell of weather, and the patient admitted that he had sweated profusely and that his intake of fluid had been small.
On admission, his blood urea level was 112 mg. per cent. A cystoscopic examination was carried out, and it was found possible to pass ureteric catheters along the ureters for a few centimeters only; however, a conisiderable qualntity of amorphous debris was removed from the lower ends of the ureters. i'he patient was then given large quantities of fluids by mouth, and( alkalies orally and intravenously. Secretion of urine began atnd increased to normal in a few days.
Blood urea value on 13/6/50 was 46 mg. per cent. An intravenous pyelogram on 29/6/50 showed no abnormality of the kidneys, ureters or bladder.
The use of compound sulphonamidc preparations was showni by various workers (Lehr, 1945-46-47-48; Frisk et al., 1946; Ledbetter and Cronheim, 1948) Ledbetter and Cronheim (1948) claim that, as well as reducing the danger of crystalluria, the use of sulphonamide mixtures will obviate the danger oi alkalosis from the dosage of alkalies required to prevent crystalluria when single sulphonamides are used. The occurrence of anuria in this case emphasises the fact that the use ol compound sulphonamides dloes not eliminate the necessity to administer alkalies and copious fluids. Indeed the manufacturers, although they are not aware of any previously reported case of anuria with "sulphatriad," recomment in the literature supplied with the drug that alkalies and copious fluids should be given.
